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and contest 

Located at the Symmes 

Township Park 
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President’s Letter  
With temperatures in the 80’s and the humidity often equal we have a clear indication 
that summer has arrived.  Working outside quickly brings on a lot of sweating and a 
reminder that it makes much more sense to go inside where it is cool and do some 
turning.  Of course it is often necessary to do a little sweating to get the wood cut and 
ready for turning.  
 

While June is our last scheduled monthly meeting until September there are a variety 
of activities planned for the Learning Center during the summer months.  Summer is 

usually a time of reduced activity for the Guild and this year is no exception.  However, a look at the 
Event Calendar on our website will give you a quick overview of several interesting happenings 
planned for the month of June.  July and August will be similar.  I hope that you will take advantage 
of these opportunities to use the Learning Center and to improve your woodturning skills.  The open 
shops come with experienced volunteers who will be able to help you with new efforts or suggest 
ways in which you might be able to make improvements on projects that are routine to you.  
 

Our monthly meeting for June 18, will be the Zeller Memorial Picnic and Contest at Symmes 
Township Park.  John Jackobs has placed the details on the Home Page of the OVWG website 
(www.ovwg.org).  Several members will be demonstrating their turning skills on a variety of 
projects.  This is great opportunity to learn new techniques that you can take back to your shop and 
try.  If you haven’t done so already there is still time to make a Beads of Courage Box for the contest 
(see details on the website).   Lunch will be provided by the Guild, but feel free to bring a dish that 
you would like to share with friends.  This is also an opportunity to bring tools, wood, etc. that you 
would like to get rid of by selling, trading, or giving to other members.   
 

June is also the month when the American Association of Woodturners conducts its annual 
Symposium.  This year’s event is in Atlanta and is scheduled for June 9-12, 2016.  This is an 
opportunity to see many of the best woodturners in the world doing demonstrations of their work.  If 
you want to learn more about what is planned check out the AAW website at 
www.woodturner.org.  While it is too late for you to plan on making the trip this year you might want 
to give consideration to next year’s Symposium in Kansas City. 
 

With the Learning Center now available to us on a year round basis, we are able to try new things.  
With that in mind I want remind you that John Jordan will be conducting a three-day class on August 
12-14, 2016.  This is not associated with a monthly meeting and will be available only to those who 
register for the course - a full three days of instruction for only $375.00.  We have scheduled it on a 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday so that those who are employed will only have to take one day of 
vacation to attend.  While most seasoned turners are familiar with John and his work, I realize that 
some of those new to turning may not be.  Therefore, I encourage you to take a look at his website 
at www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/.  John is best known for his distinctly shaped hollow forms and 
for the enhancements on the surfaces of these pieces.  If you are new to the turning of hollow forms 
or need some help with problems this should be a great opportunity to learn from one of the best.  
Class size is limited so I encourage you to register on-line at the earliest opportunity.  If you need 
assistance with registration contact John Jackobs (j.jackobs@gmail.com) or me at 
(jwarner45@twc.com).  John Jordan will have hollowing tools to sell that you can see on his website. 
 

In the May 23, edition of KC’s notice about Learning Center happenings he mentioned that members 
of the OVWG will have an opportunity to place work on display in the Kennedy Heights Art Center’s 
Gallery during the months of August and September.  July 20 is the deadline for members to submit 
up to 3 items for consideration. Pieces on display may be sold but will not be removed from the 
Gallery until the end of September when the show closes.  I hope you will take advantage of this 
opportunity to show your work to the public.  

http://www.ovwg.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/
mailto:j.jackobs@gmail.com
mailto:jwarner45@twc.com


 As I close I want to congratulate David Wright and Kurt Foglesong for their re-election to another two 
year term as Secretary and Treasurer respectively.  Ron Hanssen is also to be congratulated for his 
election to the position of Vice President of Facilities and Equipment.  Please join me in thanking 
each of them for their service to the Guild. 
 
Jerry Warner, President 
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  OVWG name tags with a magnetic back are available for $5 from member Chris Barrett.  To 
get a name tag, send Chris an email at artisan022@icloud.com, telling him how you want your 
name to appear.  He will have your name tag at a subsequent meeting. 
 The OVWG now has business cards printed and available for members to be given out and 
posted at related wood turning businesses. The cards are available in the Learning Center. 
 We continue to have opportunities to do demos in many different locales.  We have an 
“approved demonstrator” list that receives an email with a chance to volunteer for demo events.  
If you would like to be on the approved demonstrator list, please contact Jerry Warner. 

Things of Note 

Upcoming/Ongoing Events 

Jun 18, 2016 Zeller Memorial Picnic and Contest 

Aug 12-14, 2016 John Jordan  -   Three day class 

Sep 15-17, 2016 Woodworking in America 

Sep 17, 2016 Turnfest 2016 

Oct 15, 2016 Jimmy Clewes http://www.jimmyclewes.com/ 

Oct 17-19, 2016 Jimmy Clewes - Three day class 

Nov 19, 2016  Dennis Paullus 

Beads of Courage Contest 

The contest for the June meeting is to make a Beads of Courage box.  Following the 
contest the boxes will be donated to Children’s Hospital.  Box dimensions should be 
6” (5 min) in diameter and 5” (4 min) tall with a loose fitting lid.  The words “Beads 
of Courage” (or one of the ceramic logos) needs to be incorporated into the design.   

mailto:artisan022@icloud.com
http://www.jimmyclewes.com/
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                 Pat Matranga Demonstration     by David Wright 

Pat started off her demonstration with a brief in-
troduction to woodturning and a discussion of the 
basics and ended it with a primer on some mar-
keting concepts.  She provided a short slide 
show with pictures of some of her work, empha-
sizing the use of comp wood which is bent to pro-
vide form and flow to many of her pieces.   

She uses the bowl gouge for a majority of her 
work and described three primary cuts and 
demonstrated how they are done.  For the re-
moval of wood she uses the bowl gouge in lieu of 
the roughing gouge.  She described it as a jib, jib, 
jib process where the bowl gouge is pushed into 
the blank to remove wood quickly.  The second 
bowl gouge cut she demonstrated was the sheer 
cut which provides a clean cut at high speed.  
The last bowl gouge cut shown was the basic 
bowl gouge cut which involved pushing the tool 
along the blank with the flute opened about half 
way.  This removed wood quickly and also left a 
fairly smooth surface.  Pat also talked about the 
use of the skew to make V cuts, planning cuts 
and how to roll a bead with the short point of the 
skew.  Lastly she used the spindle gouge to 
demonstrate how to do beads and coves.   

Once she completed her demonstration on the 
use of cutting tools and the cuts she uses, Pat 
proceeded to start turning items.  The first item 
she completed was a drawer pull.  She had some 
blanks which were made from glued up pieces of 
highly grained wood.  The grain orientation was 
varied which made for a very interesting pattern.  
She had drilled the blank and put in a threaded 
insert.  For a mandrel Pat had cut the head off of 
a machine bolt of the same size as the insert.  
She mounted the blank on the mandrel, rounded 
it off using her bowl gouge.  She shaped the 
blank into a typical drawer pull design and cut off 
the end with a skew.  She sanded the pull 
through the grits, buffed it with EEE and finished 
the piece with Shellawax.  The varied grain gave 
the pull a very unique appearance and the shape 
can be anything desired.   

The second project Pat demonstrated was the 
making of a light or fan pull.  The blank had a 
hole drilled through to match the size of her man-
drel, which was a steel rod cut to length.  A larger 
hole was drilled in one end to allow for the larger 
section of the fan chain to recess in.  The blank 

was pushed onto the mandrel, fitting tightly.  The 
blank was rounded and the ends cleaned up.  
She shaped the piece using beads and coves but 
it can be shaped as desired and a 
wire can be used to burn lines to 
add features.  Once the piece was 
turned she sanded and finished 
using the same process as the 
drawer pull and inserted the chain.   

Next Pat demonstrated the making 
of a bottle stopper.  She stared with a blank 
about 2 inches long and 1 ½ inches in diameter.  
A hole is drilled in one end to a depth which will 
accommodate the threaded portion of the bottle 
stopper.  Threads were then added to the drilled 

hole using a tap.  The blank was 
then mounted onto the mandrel and 
turned in the same manner as were 
the drawer pull and fan pull.  Again 
the shape and design are up to the 
individual thus allowing the turner to 
be creative in the process.  The 
completed bottle stopper was fin-

ished as before.  To show that this is not a com-
plicated project to do, Pat completed a second 
bottle stopper with a different shape. 

Since many of Pat’s designs use curved or 
shaped wood, she explained and demonstrated 
the use of compressed (comp) wood.  This is 
wood which has been compressed using extreme 
pressure.  Comp wood is available to order 
online by going to www.puretimber.com.  Most of 
the wood Pat uses is approximately ¼ inch thick 
so she often orders it precut to this size.  The 
wood can be ordered in varying sizes and cut as 
desired.  To bend the wood, Pat uses a jig which 
consists of a sheet of thick wood which had a 
disk attached for the comp wood to be shaped 
around.  She uses several different jigs, each 
with a different size disk, since this is the point 
around which the piece is shaped.  There are 
several holes drilled into the board which allows 
wooden pegs to be inserted to hold the wood as 
it is bent into shape.  The blank is sanded and 
shaped prior to starting the bending process.  
The prepared blank is bent around the disk, us-
ing the wood pegs to hold it as the process pro-
gresses.  The bending must be done slowly and 
with constant pressure to avoid cracking or 
breaking the wood.  Once the final shape is  

http://www.puretimber.com
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obtained, the piece 
needs to be left in the jig 
for several weeks to dry.  
If it is taken out too early 
it will not retain its 
shape.  The shapes that 
can be achieved are on-
ly limited by the individual and the jig used.  The 
process of bending the comp wood is a prime ex-
ample of the quote Pat often uses – “Repetition 
produces Perfection”. 

Next Pat moved on to a more complicated 
demonstration, the making of a sphere without 
the use of a jig.  This is done by turning the piece 
on three different axes.  She started by mounting 
a blank between centers and rounding it into a 
cylinder.  She trued up the ends using a peeling 
cut with a skew.  She measured the diameter of 
the cylinder and transferred the measurement to 
the cylinder lengthwise.  She put marks as to the 
location of the middle and also quarter marks.  
Using the ends marks, she cut the cylinder to 
length using a parting tool, leaving a tenon on 
each end.  Pat started the shaping process by 
cutting the ends, starting at the ¼ marks, off at 
about a 45 degree angle.  Her next cut was at 
about 22 ½ degrees.  Now that the basic shape 
was established Pat started the rounding process 
by basically turning a large bead.  She used a 
sheering cut to clean up the surface but did not 
remove the center line mark on the blank.  The 
tenons were cut down and the piece removed 
from the lathe.  The two 
lathe centers were re-
moved and replaced by 
jamb chucks which had 
been made with white 
“O” rinds attached.  The 
“O” rings provided grip 
and since they were 
white did not mar the surface of the sphere.  The 
blank was mounted in the jamb chuck using the 
center line to align with the lathe bed.  You may 
have to move it around a few times to get it ori-
ented properly.   Once oriented, the tenon stubs 
are knocked off and the blank turned to remove 
ghost images.  It works best to place a dark 
background piece behind the blank so that the 
“ghosts” are easier to see.  The piece is again 
cleaned up using a sheer cut and a center line 
marked with a pencil.  The blank is now moved to 

the third axis which is found by extending the 
lines from the first center line to intersect with the 
new center line.  The piece is mounted between 
the “O” ring centers and cleaned up using sheer 
cuts.  Pat uses her fingers as a gauge to deter-
mine if there are bumps that need to be removed.  
The sphere is now ready for sanding starting with 
around 150 grit.  The piece should be moved 
around between the centers as you sand.   

For her final demonstration, Pat turned a platter.  
The same process can be used to make a bowl, 
depending on the thickness of the blank that you 
start with.  Pat uses a face plate for platter and 
bowl turning.  The blank is mounted on the lathe, 
trued up and the corners “knocked off”.  After 
cleaning up the rough shape, she removed the 
tail stock in order to prepare the bottom for 
mounting.  Pat prefers to use a tenon when mak-
ing a bowl and a recess for a platter since she 
likes to have a “foot’ on her bowls.  She cut a re-
cess using a parting tool, after checking the size 
of the chuck she would be using.  She cleaned 
out the recess and then started working on the 
shape/curve of the bottom of the platter.  Pat 
likes to leave a band on the rim but the shape is 
an individual preference.  She smoothed up the 
face of the blank to help with the size and shape 
of the rim band and did a slight undercut to add 
definition.  Detail can be added to the rim or it 
can be left as turned.  The outside was then 
sanded and before removing the face plate, Pat 
checked the fit of the chuck into the recess.  The 
face plate was removed and the blank mounted 
on the chuck.  Pat then moved on to hollowing 
out the inside of the piece.  If you want to add 
design/detail to the rim, it should be done before 
the mass of the wood is removed from the plat-
ter.  The wood mass will provide more stability to 
the piece and hold the rim area steadier.  The 
platter was then hollowed out to the desired 
shape, sanded and was ready for finishing.   

To wrap up the day, Pat provided an Excel 
spreadsheet presentation designed to help deter-
mine what items should be priced at in order to 
cover costs and make a profit.  This is essential if 
you are trying to make a living in this, or any, pro-
fession.  One thing that is nice about using a 
spreadsheet, such as Excel, is that you can go 
back and make adjustments to determine what 
needs to be changed in order to make a profit on 
a project.   



April Show and Tell 
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Cherry Milk Paint       

Ralph McKee 

Maple Bowl               

Gary Thompson 

Walnut Bowl            

John Shannon 

Cherry Milk Paint         

Ralph McKee 

Maple Bowl               

Dick Manteuffel 

Maple & Purpleheart   

Jim Susco 

Spalted Maple           

Mike Pankion 

Walnut Box                

Gale Bigham 

Ash Vase                    

John Richey 

Walnut Crotch & Holly   

Barry Todd 

Pepper Grinders          

David Scott 

Bottle Stoppers        

Gary Thompson 

Cherry Bowl             

Jerry Warner 

Iron Wood & Ebony    

Barry Todd 

Box                           

John Shannon 

Paduak Vase            

Gary Terberg 

Walnut Candle Stands   

David Wright 

Spalted Maple              

Mike Pankion Hard Maple                  

Jack Brown 

Platter                          

Gary Thompson 
Carved Maple Bowl      

David Wright 

Okvro Platter               

Mike Pankion 
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 Show and Tell 
 

Maple Bowl               

Jerry Warner 

Flame Box Elder         

Jim Goethel 

Curly Ambrosia Maple    

Brandon James 

Curly Ambrosia Maple    

Brandon James 

Miscellaneous Boxes    

Charles Martin 

Carved Maple Bowl      

David Wright 

Cherry Bowl               

Dick Manteuffel 

Walnut & Poplar Boxes   

Jim Susco 

Walnut Bowl in a Bowl   

Jerry Warner 

Maple Bowl              

John Shannon 

Cedar Bowl               

Dick Manteuffel 

Copper Leaf Oak Vase     

Gary Terberg 

AAW's 30th Annual Int'l Symposium in Atlanta, Georgia  

June 9-12, 2016 

Atlanta Convention Center at AmericasMart 

Have you been wondering why they have all that scaffolding around the  Kennedy 

Heights Cultural Center?  This is a rendering of a mural that will be painted on the 

outside wall.  Our studio is located at the far right.   



 

Meetings 

Demonstration meetings are generally held the third Saturday of the month (September through June) from 
9:00am to 3:00pm. Registration and set up starts at 8:00am.  Meeting cost (includes lunch) is $10 for 

members and $15 for nonmembers when there is a professional demonstrator and $5 for members and 
$10 for nonmembers for “home grown” demonstrators.   Annual membership dues are $25 ($20 for AAW 

members) payable upon joining.  

OVWG Mentors 

Do you need help getting started or working out a problem? 
Call any of the names listed below. As always, there is NO 
CHARGE to members of the Ohio Valley Woodturners 
Guild. We love to share our woodturning passion. Call us, 
we want to help you. 
Central: Dave Morrical 513-771-5205 
 John Albachten  513-325-9002 
 Mary Carol Meinken  513-521-1517 
 Dave Kratzer 513-290-9609 
Loveland: John Lannom  513-683-3129 
North Side:  K.C. Kendall 513-755-8856 
West Chester:      Mike Pankion 513-777-5599 
East Side: Gary Brackett 513-553-7474 
Dayton: Jim Burrowes 937-371-9426
 Lowell Converse  937-426-2646
 René Keyzer-André 937-277-4717 
Tipp City Gary Vance  
Kentucky:  
Kenton Cnty: Pete Kekel  859-653-3520 
Campbell Cnty: Keith Bundy  859-781-5414 
Indiana:  
Southeast:      Gerald Williams  812-689-6545 
Contact: KC Kendall, Mentoring Chairperson, with any 

changes or if you’d like to join these talented 
volunteers. 

OVWG Board of Directors 

Appointed Positions 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
David Wright 
davidwright@fuse.net 
513-805-8335 
 
 Webmaster: 
Dave Kratzer 
webmaster@ovwg.org 
513-290-9609 
  
Symposium Leaders: 
John Albachten  
albachj@ucmail.uc.edu 
513-325-9002 
KC Kendall 
kckendall@cinci.rr.com 
513-755-8856 
  
Audio Visual Leader 
John Richey   
johnrichey3363@twc.com 
513-769-5863  
 
Learning Center  
Coordinator 
KC Kendall 
kckendall@cinci.rr.com 
513-755-8856 
 
Publicity and Marketing      
Director 
Steve Shanesy 
sshanesy@gmail.com 
513-304-3735 

Elected Officers 
President: Jerry Warner 
859-442-0410 jwarner45@twc.com 
 
Past President: KC Kendall 
513-755-8856                      kckendall@cinci.rr.com 
 
VP of Facilities and Tom Walters                                  
Equipment waltersconstructionltd.tom 
513 476-4342 @gmail.com 
 
VP of Programs John Jackobs 
513-339-0152 j.jackobs@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Kurt Foglesong 
859-356-3281  jfoglesong@fuse.net 
 
Secretary: David Wright 
513-805-8335  davidwright@fuse.net 
 

Members-at-Large 
 
Dave Kratzer 
513-290-9609  dave_kratzer@iname.com 
 
Mike Pankion 
513-777-5599  mpankion@cinci.rr.com 
  
Mary Carol Meinken 
513-521-1517        marycarolmeinken@gmail.com 
 
John Richey   
513-769-5863     johnrichey3363@twc.com 
 
John Shannon   
513-965-8873  john.shannon@cchmc.org 
 
Mike Ball 
513-324-3148              ballwoodworks@gmail.com 

ANCHORSEAL  
$12 / gallon. This green wood end-sealer is  

available in 1 or 5 gallon containers. 
EXOTIC WOODS 

BIG MONK LUMBER CO. Turning squares and 
bowl blanks. Afata to Zebrano 
www.bigmonklumber.com 

Call or email for price list and be sure to stop by 
the table at a meeting. 
Contact: Pete Kekel 

859-653-3520 
2ndnature@fuse.net 

SANDING SUPPLIES 

Available in All Grits. Yellow, Green, Blue, 

White. Abralon. Scotchbrite. Mandrels. 

Interface Pads.  

Any size. Any shape. 

Round, Wavy, Belts, Detail Sanding. 

Jon Hornbach 513-702-2427 

WoodyMcSander@gmail.com 

513-874-6181  
11711 Princeton Plaza, Suite 251  

Near Tri-County Mall 

 
Rockler in Tri-County  

333 E. Kemper Rd., 513-671-7711 
All OVWG members receive 10% off all 
purchases (except Festool & SawStop) 

 

Please submit articles to the editor by email: 

davidwright@fuse.net 

copyright © 2016 

Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild 

Newsletter Editor David Wright 

7203 Timbernoll Drive 

West Chester, OH  45069 
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